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) At 6:30 asie $he artillery fire became rapld mu' :

/ | 7 poae when 4t becames intemse, It was the most oﬂw
ary sight. The Bosch line ecould not be seen for smoke and |
bursting shells, Bosch still hardly answered at alle The
£iret mistalks was mede at 7:25 aem. when ¥he Besumont

Hemel line under the Hawthorne Ridge Redoubt went wp.
This geve the Germans 5 minutes to consolddate the crater
which they made use of, Zere hour was at 7:30 @i
At 7280 aeme the first waves went over and tina things
began to happen. In spite of the six daye bombardment
feyman machine pguns got going from every direction.
Beaumont Hamsl appﬁite the 29th Division was & veritable
Fortress., The 29th Divislon never got mear the Mun Front
Iine. The 93rd Brigade of the Division on our left never
got more then half way over No Mens Land, slthough the
“left Brigede of that Division did get imto Serre that day
The 1lth Brigade got the first line falrly samy. Gens
Prowse left the Haadqtart.ers too goon and was killed
rushing a machine gun. He was shot in the stouach and died
at Maueux. Corps Headquerters that evening. The losses of
the Brigade were awful. The Cog, of the Hampshires. The K
Rifle Brigade and the Sormerset. Light Infanitry were killed
and mest of the (¢fficers were knoclcéd out, They finally .
got held up somcwhere in the 2nd line, |
Heanwhile wef were waitlng in Brigade Headquarters foy
news, The Essex and King's Own were going over first with
the lane Fus., and Dukesg 1in ;mp]_vert-. The Kings Own and
Lasox we:.*e wonderfule The Xings Own got very neerly to
Pendant Copse and the Essex to m}oh trench, Martineau
the Brigade Signalling officer went off to raige a ferwar
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- signal statlon which he diéd somewhere on 63 over and over

agoin we ga:t. e megsage back from him saying the Lasex wor
bombing in Munich trench end wanted move bombs, OFf the
¥ings Own we never heard a word, beyond from the Adjutent
who ceme in to Headquerters with a craecked head, This ﬂl
the firet action in which Steel Helmets were worn amd they
undoubtedly eaved many lives, '

Just. hefore the brigade went over the Division wired
us to stop the Battalions and slso stop the 10th Mp‘.
.Ruaners were Limediately sent to the EKings Own end Esgsex
Lane Fus, Dukes. | :

i They were toc late however, The Kings Own and Esgex
were right om, The Lan, Fus! were mostly in the
quadrilateral and one Coy. of the Pukes was in the Bosoh
line, _

The result of all this wes that the 93rd Brigede
having failed on the left and the 2¢th Division on the
right, the Germen came down from either flank a'd the
Kings Own and Lssex were practiocally missing, Major

¥ Body found. Bs‘mnilo:" has not b en heard of since, Col., Stirliing tln‘

Avgust 197, Ce0e Esgex was wounded twice at the beginning and got awey
Gadie the Adjutant of the Essex and the Adjutent of the
Kings Own were both wounded,

FPighting went on algl. the altermoon, Seme of ivhe
Seafortns of the 10th Brigade got over and joined up with
the lane, Fus in the quadrilateral. The C.D. of the
Ssaforths, Hodge, Dertle Ravenscroft, Hall, Wetkins,
'mamell, and Rougier in the Quad with him and stayed theyre
t111 2 aeme July 2nd. bombing the whole time. C.S.M.
laverick and Sgte. Albon were in there tov. These to found
a stokes gun and although they hed never seen one before
worked it till they ram dry of smmnitlon.

B,Farrow was killed in lijc Mans Land on his way back
haviag been with the others all the time.

The Roman Road on the aftermoon of July lat. was
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ghastly, wounded in every place conceivable Mng up |
a1l the time. Hacdomald with a bullet in his ¢hut and !
Bogch Helmet wag t.hb unly one of the orttaerl I saw _
from the Reght. He m\a quite happyv. \

T heard nothing of Brain or Firt: 111 well imto the
afternoon, They reperted in writing that they were '
somewhere nmf the Quadrilateral and did we kinow wheps °
the others wei-o they lest sach other at the begimning
of the show. | : ‘

The atback finally ended as far as the Division was
goneerned at El-la.m. July 2nd. when the last of-m
people came back from the Quedrilateral,

ihe sum total of the attack was a bad hamering md
no ground c,g:—-t.uraﬁ, but from all accounts Bosch lost
heavily too. | :

The following .mmlt.'!.u and Ofrie&l in the 2nd
Lan Fus.:= Sayers, Charlie Robetean, FParrow, Nipper X
Kennion, Gammon, and lNecIver Xilled. '

Bertlie Rafensci]'oft, Rougler, Willlems, Gregory,
Bowes Collsqr-Brom, ﬁaadomld, Anderson, wounded,

Dales Missing reported (prisoner) Firth, Brain, Hodge,
Mangsell, Watkins, Rougler and Fall came throughs

va these Odyers, Reoberton, Bowes and ColllseBrowne
were hit before reaghing our own front line,

The other Bs;ttaliona except the Dukes had loat,
worse thai‘z we had, The 110 Brigade pracileally did net
exist,

While the 10th Brigsde except for the Seaforths, had
had beenm stopped by the Divielon and had not lost so
badl‘s'o'.

The Bpsch showed his fighting powers that day, and
he put %p a grand fight. .T:?iowaver nearly ell his
officérs, The machine Guns in our vieinlty were nearly
511 manaﬁd by Besch Offlcers and all the prisoners told
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the Reghbe , |
1 first saw Brain sbout 5 pem, the eveming of the
12th. he seemed protiy bm up, but had not been hite
i | John Carr, the ¢,0's Brderly of course had'nt m e
hang for anytihing, Clegg Brains Orderly got wounded,

The Boseh had put up & very fime Barrage otﬁ.s HoEw
and Shrapnel, He put up every gun in a clump o;;'tom '
small bit of the fromt, using his machine gunl.;j elgewhere,
After 10 mims, or go he would shift all his M to
another small portion of the front and go on al"uu
haviang @ machine ghn Barrege where his guns were not
£iring, It was most effective. Ho dso blew g couple
of mines in Ho kans Land under our first wave,

offtesal report of the attack wiih a map of
operations is attached.

|
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The Bluff terminates on one of the Blggeat Mine
eraters on the front, %ts about 200 ft, long Mhﬁp
breoad and 60 ft, deep, |

H11l 60 was on the extreme left of our line, Bosch
waa right up at the top of 1t, we were at t.l-m fbof.teu‘(. ‘
After all the Iighting we had expected rather a sist ;i
hill. Hill 60 was searcely more than a mound. Behind
our lines there were Fir woods, not very deep or thick
Thege wore on the 'alnpe away from the Bosth and it wee
quite possible to got anywhere by day. The 10th Bde
wore on our left and the 12th Canadlan Bde on our righty
The eharacter of this front line may be ggugbd trum
the fact thet at one point & motice wes stuck up which

" reed "Do not fire at the ch opposite, it is ours™.
we were in this lime from 24th to 3lst,

e Dt ) sl s T
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The dispesitions in our neighbourhood at prtitlt'
are :e :

In Front of Guondecourt 6th Dive From Guedesourt
to Ies Boeoffs 4th Div. who are in touech with ffinth in
front of Ies boeoffs, - .

Of the 4th Div, 10th & 12th Brigede are in the Iine,
with 1lth Brigad? in Trenes Wood, Of the 12th ﬁrﬂgul. ?
the Bn, and the Dule éi'lallingtema were in the 1line
with the Xing's Own angiEasex in ths'Flarn Line,

It appears that we are in with Le Transloy as our
final objective and here we stay wntil we've got 1t,
Welve got to get our jumping off lime first, however, so
there's two snaps ahead of the Battalion, anywey .

Oatober 1lth 1916,

Having spent an extraordinery uncomiorid le n&fht i
in a very small scoop which Johny Greave and I shared
I orept out in the morning rather stiff, The first thing
I discovered was that a soup teblet which I hed had in

my pocket had mselted and made a filthy ness of my coat,
¥hilst soraping the remments of the satd seup tablet.
from off my person I got a message from H,Q. to say
that Co. Comdrs hed to meet the C,0, Iin the Tine on the
right of "D" Co. in order to reconoitre the trenches
with an atitack next day as the objeect of the reconnaisane®
I left Johny in Command and went up to Battalion H.,Qe »
3 milea « for the conference, and found only Baks and
Brain at 1H.Q0s Blenks was coming wp the Line instesd of
the (.0, 80 we started off topether, After a somewhat
venturesome journey we eventunally ﬁrrived with more or
lesas whole skins end found Daddy Mamsell Uncle Salt and
Robin waiting for us. Blencs told us the general idea
and then as the other three had been in and knew the
line, he and I went off uléngjte "p" Cos The trench
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