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Another stretoher party come along and take mm@ !1, |
ﬁlutlx Journey down, Essex nd King's Own all  uple
Stretcher hearers have to gtt\in‘bt the opems m 4
long tine we got to the m{l. Torm emul&fmm
neet ua with a stretcher. 'rdkc me over and M m’lﬁ
bnak for mm else. John & owen start oﬂ’ Vﬂth ﬁ' ”
Bre HeQe. nmp me off amtohw twice, :rolu Nm Qﬁm
xy head and tonsng me T am 0,Ks REach Bas m.m. M
and Blenes come cut and give me a dr&nk. Wi ﬁ@ ﬂ
a mesSSKge 1,3 sny. Tt11 goon be in tewn. mm m up l
bit. Brein tells me our casualties, /
Poor Gld Daddy Mansell killed, Rab!;n, mm.

. Kirkland, ;\ddﬂ.aon and others wounded, Bolton mﬂg.
 Watkins emd Semmy Howarth, only 2 to get tm Whole

show duds The doetar decides to send me m ﬁa nm. I am

 lyieg on s atrptcher in a trench near Bafaulm !&.
|

'
Devned shell byrsts near, and eovers me whn m&. Don't

: geém to mind a ‘h:t. Seen a apathatsc gsince gctat.m hite

Am gent off te jo Dressing Btatien near ammv and thus
'
sever commectigm with the Bn. again after v M‘lhu

f

gpell, ; I I =}|_
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The attack was altered to take phhd— on the 9th
8o the plan of Cempaign now 1s '?/Bthrql‘ﬁm mm
& 1lth Erigades. &1 G

9th Attack, \

] .‘

’.’
.. ¥ l

The attack was T tsk& Plece in acmrmo with thl
accompanyling map, . /.J'f ; :_\ e ]
The exbrome 1e.fpt -"*Q.he French, on thelr Riﬁbt the |
Guards Diviglon, Of these two the French ave ‘ta work
round te the left and the Guards to the m of thﬂﬁﬂ'
main objective L.e. Houtholst Forest, On th!l“:\‘im el
the Guards are the 20th| Division, the 4.1.11 mzt&u and
the 1lth Divisior and thﬂ 2rnd Avmy. .' &
Th.e 12tk Brigade of'\nt.hs 4th mvial@ ;B atm
with the 10th Brigade 1# support, the nth in ﬂuom.
Dispositions of the 12th Brigade ave ts
Isft Front Battalion &mm Lanoashire m&nm»
. Right Fromt Battalion !\znd Egsex Rqﬂmt.

s cly e AT e

Suppert Battalion ?nd Dukes (West RMM |

Raaervé Battalion %ﬂt King's »!m ReLs Hegbs
Dispositiens of the Bat.‘l‘alion. g

Left Front Company - '5 C" Companys

Right Front Company ’I‘-jﬂj& Company

Support Compeny ' ‘,’B" Compeny

Reserve Company D" Cempany

In the 20th Dibision, 2 Brigades attack, The B6th
Brigade bein~ 6n the Rish% q->:t‘ tihe Division and the ‘l.ilt
Battalion Lancashire Fusilifrs an the Right of the 86th
Brigade, In other words the|lst gnd Znd Dns, Tanm, Fus,
attack touching, This is t‘helF j‘ira’q. time in history.

Of the 1lth Division th:}re is it.he @th Battalion and
of the 17th Divisi—m- tn'-ﬁaalﬁ Ve th&re 18 the 10th Battn,

8o the Regimant. 18 well mpuwesenmd,
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Commanging 0fficer, Hajor J' JMiWatirins, - )
Adjutant, : CaPte G.C Martin,i,Cs s
Signalling Officers  2nd Tt. R.G1lmours 2
Intelligence Officer, Capts S.Clarke, |
"A" Coyse nge aﬂ &g
2nd Lt C,0,Lloyd Gapte 7.L.Elkingtom, '
2nd e AWorrell ond I, 0 L.E1l%otts
2nd It K.J.Howl, 2nd Lt. H.M,Dodsome ‘
/2nd It, O.Dumlevy, 2nd Lty ReS.Thlckunesse., -
"G" Coye : $p" coy .'.'I
Gapta J,Judd, Its A.D.Nacdonalde M.Go
~ Capt. Lowe,(Espex Regh). 2nd Lt, w.ﬁ.kilova-
2nd Lt, R.8.Faragher 2nd et o L.Shipman,
- 2nd It, Blewes 2nd Lt. B,G.Daslish,

M Rﬂni‘arcments, :

Ite Col HeWoGlamm (W.Ridi:ﬂg R’g‘)t mmﬂ'

Gepts K.0uye Dragon Camp

| GapPte V.F.S,.Hawkins,¥,Co | Transporti, |
2nd LTe G.N.0tange, Herzeele, 1'
Gar#ging Offieer 2nd Ti, J.Gr&ﬁshaw,‘?.C. f
Quartermaster, ! Major W.Bowes, D.S.0. I
Transport Officer. : 2nd Tit. AR,Topping.

If en the 9th the 2nd Lan, Fus. and the 2nd FNasex
geined thelr obhjective falrly essily, at zero plus 9 hours
ths Dukes and the Fing's Own will go right through to a

fuarther objective about 1000 yards ashead,

4
1

The Batialion 1éft Wolfe Camp the might B/8th Ccteber

and marched by Cogse. to the line, to relieve the Hampahire

Regte 11th Brigade. |
3 ] i)
The weather since theq 4th had been simply poisonous

and as the line simply cﬁnaiats of posts in shell holes,
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1% 'I'&ll be awfullybad for the men until th* d%net m
off, It stopped raining at about 5 pem, »n!tha ‘?tk.

"a" Cos moved off at 6:30 pPems N

GM Go. Moved off at 6345 pem, -' ‘i}\.(l SR

'.:1"-\
=r

"E" Cos moved off at 7 peme 4

"D" go. moved off at 7:15 Dam. . ) {

Wetking and Martin left at about 8 pem. w%h“ hﬂaﬂmﬂm;
Ostober 8th was & fine dey with a !tMg hsﬂvh

breeze, A good drying wind. Towards ‘the avpmg ém

it began to rain again which will make t.ha grmd very

baed going for the troops. Theereeping 'bamz:s howsver only

goes 100 yards in the first tem minutes 'aa& IG_O- every 6

mimtes afterwards. Besides this pace the ettackers walt

1% hours on the first and gecond objectives, zero hour

is 6:20 a.t. : g

2_‘1'0‘}.11 9th 1917,

| Attack on enemy positions North of Poelcappelle. Fimal
f of objectives about 1500 yards nte the enemy territorys
Gemmral dirveotion of the attack 6° Maguetic bearing.
The following account of the fighting is written frem
accounts given by offlcers who went into the attack with

#he Battallion,

The night preceeding zero hour 8/9th Cctober the Battn
assembled for the attack, Tape had been put out by Major
Hodgett of the 91k Fleld Co,. Halle for the assanlting
Companies A" & "C" to line uplon. The Support Cos, "B" &
"p" formed wup behind. One platoon of "B Co, Mo,5. under
2nd Lt. Ellfott was mopping up:rlat.oon for "A" Co, 10,16
platcon of "D" Co. under ?“'ﬂ" e LeShipman was mopping
up party fer "(¢" Co. |

The men car?:'iad t.wr: deys r;jatiéna with them and their
water botile full. ‘

At zero ncLur 5120 a.me on the §/10/17 the battanon
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was the most oxtvaorﬂinarr sight, It eeuntutad of 1;
ahro,pnel snd H.E, up. to 9,2 A 'J
The first 10 minutes the Battalion moved 1@@ yards
The enemy barrage came down on the Support liue B m
after the attack started. The attackers were scheduled
to reach the first objective at abéu’s\ 5145 a.m. end wore
up to time, Major Vatlkins, capt.ﬂartﬁﬁ?,ﬁ.co tﬁaﬁtﬂdtﬁ _
Capt«S.Clarke the Intelligence Officen 2nd TieRe
Gilmeur the Signalling Offtcer conprts' ; Budqaaﬂtn
cormenced ta‘t.
whieh ‘
position they maintained t1ill the end eof I'ho attack,
be described
by the remarks of an officer and a prtvatj Pte.0live,

were up on 19 Hetre Hill before the atta

went over practically with the first wave
The first : of an hour of the show may

2ndTh, E1l%ott's Servamt breught Elliott déwn the lime
after that officer 'a;au h&h,kaud having luru. {’Kﬂm off to
the (.C.5, Pevorted to the Transport, ﬁhoa asked how the
show was going he gald "Tt was grlmd, SZT; the m-u 5 o»
6 minutes was juet li.ko a prectice attack on

The ether descripiion was by 2nd Lt.f .H.Riﬂ;‘ This
officer was hit jua?b beyond the first o‘b ectiva, but
when he got to the b.c.s. he #efuaod t,o 0 zo dowvn the lime,
and came back to +h§ Battal.toﬂn, ailltd WAaS only stopped £
goinkg hack to join t‘ha Battalion %n the | um ‘er’ith the
greatest dih_icult“ When aglqed whh’r he | t.houbnt of the
show ho ssd *Thet 16 was 4Be finest mornings outing ne'd
ever had In I = 1ifp". He aﬂ::ﬁ.tted ".at the same time °
that he had .T’eﬁn ‘.ﬂmui}ded before the worst part of the
fighting be;;] Ne ,

The worajt. fighting 'haga!'; according "-t.o all accofinbs at
the Iight Rs‘d.lway on | tha Poeloappelle = \Gonde Jouse Road,
The D:visimn on the x'ight had been held \ﬂp in Peeleappelle
and Machine | mma enﬁlndod this road. In lMcnt-ion to this

eneny snipeie who nad uaape{l the barrage mm very
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active round lending Rerm and Compromise Farm and
isolated shell holes, By the time the Battelion had
‘erogsed the Farm the sdvence had turned tﬂfm !ulkﬁn; ii
behind our berrege, to repid jumping trdn.ﬁhtll hi&t to
shell hole, Capt. Lnuﬁ, Essex Regt, ett, Fuma

killed ereossing the road. 2nd Lt, hmnul

were also killed. Capte Elkington had boqm bnﬂ? W !
in the right arm, by s shell very early and i mnm '
Daglish, Shiprman, Elllott, Dodson anﬂ Fnrnshﬂr*wtro all é
woundeds Thia laft the Battallion st this pert hf the
proceedings as follows at sbout 11 ea.n. '

"A" Go, Lloyd and Dunlevy '

PB" 8o. Yo Officers.

"g" Co. Judd, Blewes,

D" Co, Macdomeld & Riley, ;
de Qrs. As ab the begiluning, O .

| The first serious cheok came to the ls?ﬁ éf the
Battallon from ii1llers House, The Egsex on the right
ned already been hold up by the right Divielon failimg
te advance, This caused a iemporary stanﬁytilla

The Germans had not been‘ giving th&m_sﬁlvgs up very
willingly and appeared to be very numerdus around L@ndinl
and Compromise Ferus, Millers Houses.

The resuli of this standstill wea that our barrage
got right ahead of us, |

Ma jor Watkéns and Capt. Clarke, seelng how things'
were golng 11.1;'?5'@&1&1'.61? got up to the front 1line and

o,

reorganised things. By this time men of the Dukes and
King's Own anf/one or two of the Hsgex had got ymddled
up with the %ettal;on. resides thﬂm.gan of the Royal
Pusiliers an% 1at. Battalion Lanm., Fuse. from the 29th
Division werd in smongst ua, 4o that proceedings were
ra ther d&aar#aniaﬁd~; Also owing to the extraordinery

gtate of the ~raunquh_ch was cut to pleces with shell |
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